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There has never
been a church amongst
the Nung people of
Vietnam—not in all of
recorded history. That
is until now.
I am joyful beyond
words to report that
Harmony-Vietnam
has planted a thriving
church amongst
the Nung, thereby
removing them from
the global list of
Unreached People
Groups (UPGs). That the Lord would use little
Harmony to reach the Nung is a pearl of great
price in my life. When I consider how far He
has brought us and all the radical things we are
involved in, it makes me feel as Mary did, as
recorded in Luke 2:19:
But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart.

As an undergraduate at UCLA
in the late 80’s,
I discovered I
had a surprise
affinity for Social
Anthropology and
briefly contemplated
making it my
major. Ultimately,
I dismissed the
idea because I
could not think of
a marketable need
for someone with
this degree. But I can tell you that the Social
Anthropological term for what happened with
the Nung is called “First Contact”—the first
meeting of two cultures previously unaware of
one another.
And now I want to make a point that I
really hope you will pay attention to: If you
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help Harmony Outreach
through finances, prayer
or in some other way,
you-are-on-the-team. You
are not “supporting” an
outside ministry—you are in
ministry with us.
It is the Body of Christ,
each member having a role
and contribution. When we
all come together with our
various gifts, and Christ at
the head, there is NOTHING
we cannot accomplish!
And that is exactly what
is happening. Little team
Harmony is going places
no one else goes. We
are accomplishing things unheard of in the
Kingdom of God. And it is all being done in
great weakness. It is an absolute thrill-ride.
Far from being the mastermind of all of
this, I more closely resemble a dazed sheep.
If I possess any virtue, it is that I have always
been keenly aware that I have no idea how
to accomplish what God has called me to
do in missions. So, I just get out of the way,
surrender to the Lord, and let Him take the

lead. It has been said that
“Christianity is the only
system wherein the point
of surrender is the point
of victory.” Amen!
Jesus repeatedly
warned that many who
call themselves servants
of the Master will be
in for an unpleasant
surprise when they stand
before the Lord on the
Great Day (ala Mat 25)
and are asked to present
the fruit of their lives
for inspection. Many
will scramble, mutter
excuses, and claim they
didn’t realize this or that. But I have a pinch of
good news for those who have been involved
in Harmony’s works around the world. When
we stand before the Lord, this is what we will
present: UPGs reached, orphans rescued,
underground churches trained, vulnerable
helped, young girls delivered, churches
planted, Muslims and Buddhists reached, clean
water provided, houses built, and the fangs of
the wicked broken!
Multitudes who sleep in the dust
of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame
and everlasting contempt. Those
who are wise will shine like
the brightness of the heavens,
and those who lead many to
righteousness, like the stars for
ever and ever. (Dan 12:2-3)

A special shout-out of thanks
and a gush of love to John
& Heather Gates, Jason &
Sari Stoddard, and Michael
Johnston. Y’all too much!
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Busted!

have no idea how this happened and attribute
it to the Holy Spirit. Don, who could speak
Chinese, claimed Pang was his wife. Pang,
unable to speak Chinese, had no idea what
was being said. After holding him for a few
days, they released him for lack of evidence.
Don planned to lie low until the coast was
clear and then complete the sale. But in the
intervening time, Pang was sharing Jesus
with him. She wasn’t a strong Christian and
didn’t know how to properly teach him, but it
didn’t matter. Her words, her spirit and her
testimony touched a hollow place in his soul.
There is an old saying that truth is stranger
than fiction, and in a change-up straight out of
a Jane Austen novel, God changed Don’s heart.
He decided he didn’t want to sell Pang after
all because he was growing to genuinely love

Thun Sao Don was a wicked man whose
profession was to trick and then traffic young
women.
The scam went like this: he would target
tribal maidens in northern Vietnam and pretend
to love them. The elaborate ruse would continue
until they were engaged to be married. When
the relationship reached the point that they
completely trusted him, Don would take them
“on vacation” to China.
Once in China, the hapless maiden would
find herself sold to a poor countryside farmer in
need of a wife. Most tribal girls are uneducated
and know little of the outside world. Unable to
speak Chinese, and without any resources, they
would find themselves trapped in an unintended
marriage somewhere in remote rural China.
This went on until 2018 when Don met his
latest target, a young woman named Pang. Only
this time was different because Pang was a
Christian. On the appointed day when he was
going to sell her to a farmer in China, Chinese
police suddenly arrived and arrested him. We
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her. They married while they were still in
China!
Pang continued to share Jesus and pray
for her new husband who was soaking
it all in. And then one day, in a dream,
he received the call of God on his life. In
his dream, he was given a strong burden
to bring Jesus to his own tribe—the
Nung people who inhabit the mountain
regions of northern Vietnam. As a baby
Christian, Don had no idea how to do this.
Humorously, he even searched the internet
looking for information about evangelism,
which he didn’t understand. Finally, he
decided to reach out to a well-known
evangelist to tribalpeople, Harmony’s
Vietnam Director pastor Jacob.
Jacob invited Don into our tribal
pastor/evangelist discipleship program.

Pastor Jacob with
Pang and Don at their village home.

Eventually, Don returned to his (Nung)
village and began sharing Christ.
In telling this story, I am reminded that
Jesus did not call us to be Bible scholars or
apologists. He called us to be “witnesses.”
A “witness” is simply a person who testifies
about what they have seen, heard or
experienced. Before long, 30 Nung newbelievers were regularly meeting—crossing
the threshold number needed for Harmony
to count them as our newest tribal church
plant. [Editor’s comment: This church
marks our 56th tribal church plant.]
And now you know the back-story of how
Harmony-Vietnam planted the first-ever
church amongst the Nung people. It didn’t
happen through any stratagem of ours. It
was the power of one man’s witness—how
Don’s encounter with Jesus Christ had
transformed a wolf into a shepherd.

Don and Pang wit
h baby daughter.

If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Cor 5:17)
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Late last year
typhoon Molave, the
largest storm of its
kind in two decades,
slammed into
central Vietnam—
triggering a series
of landslides which
wiped out entire
villages.
One of the
groups hardest hit
was the He-re tribe.
Living in mountain
areas far from any
city, the He-re ordinarily enjoy a peaceful
life. The landslides, however, leveled
homes and felled trees, killing people and
wiping out their farms and livestock.
In their time of sorrow God opened a
door for Harmony to bring hope and help
to this tribal group. It was a Romans 8:28
divine appointment because we had just
received a generous donation from our

4

friends at Water
for a Billion to
do new, cleanwater projects in
Vietnam.
Our team
arrived in their
devastated villages
and installed
five new, cleanwater sources!
Our 2020
Christmas
newsletter
advertised a
need for chickens for tribal villagers.
Several supporters responded which
gave us funding to assist multiple He-re
families start new businesses. Ironically,
most preferred ducks over chickens
as—apparently—ducks are hardier than
chickens and bring more money at market.
Harmony gained real favor amongst the
He-re and their tribal leaders, who invited
us to work with them in the future.
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Send your earmarked gift to our offices,
or use the Donate Page on our website.

For we know that God causes all things
to work together for good, to them that
love God and are called according to His
purposes. (Rom 8:28)
We would like to do more to help our
new He-re friends. Here are some ways
your family can get involved:
$150 –

For a start-up chicken
(or duck!) business

$500 –

Replace destroyed
household goods for
one family

$2,000 – Rebuild a He-re
family’s home

by John Bentley

Harmony began fundraising to buy Hoang
a new Indonesian-built Suzuki XL7. As of
the writing of this newsletter, we are only
$2,455 away from our goal of purchasing
Hoang’s replacement vehicle.
If you ever wanted to give a Kingdom gift
that will keep on giving, this is it. This vehicle
will be one of his primary tools to expand the
Kingdom in village after village, year after year.
If you want to help us cross the finish line,
send your earmarked gift to our offices. And…
thank you for partnering with our work in the
Mekong Delta region of southern Vietnam.

I regard Pastor Hoang (leader of the
Mekong Delta underground churches) as a
hero of the faith. He is leading hundreds to
Jesus every year, planting churches, discipling
new believers, mentoring junior pastors,
casting out demons and helping the vulnerable.
Recently Pastor Hoang faced a significant
setback when his ‘94 Toyota Corolla died.
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Pastor Jacob with Giang A Co.

For those who have watched the
Christian miniseries, The Chosen, you
saw how Jesus called a band of misfit
characters from radically different
backgrounds and forged
them into the very first
Christian dream-team,
whom we now know as
the Apostles.
I recently watched
a riveting scene where
the apostles and some
other new disciples
are gathered around
a campfire at night.
Peter is offended by the
presence of Matthew—the
Roman-collaborating tax
collector—and confronts
him sharply. It is quite a
scene, and if you haven’t
watched The Chosen, I
strongly recommend it. It
will bring Christ and the
story of the beginnings
of Christianity to life better than anything
previously produced.
Jesus’ unique way of Kingdom building
continues to this day, through the Holy

Spirit’s lead. At Harmony we often share
the stories of the folks who come to Christ
through our work. It’s a colorful cast of
characters that has included sorcerers,
Muslim persecutors, demon-possessed,
communist officials, police informants,
Buddhists, and gangsters.
One of our newest “colorful characters
for Christ” is Giang A Co. When our
team came to his village to evangelize,
he offered his home as a place for our
meetings. Our team had no idea that he
was an international drug smuggler—
bringing narcotics from Myanmar into
Vietnam. One of the reasons he opened
his home was because he felt desolate.
He was searching for peace, but nothing
seemed able to help him. As our team was
sharing the Gospel, it touched him in the
core of his being.
God convicted him and,
at the end of the message,
he came forward,
confessing his sins and
publicly repented. We
were so surprised but also
excited that he got saved.
Giang is now passionate to
be a witness to the people
of his village.
If you have loved
watching The Chosen and
wish you were in the First
Century experiencing
all the wonder firsthand,
consider joining
Harmony on one of our
international mission
trips—resuming in 2022.
God knows what will
happen in some of our meetings. We
promise you will have a front-row seat to
the Book of Acts—chapter 29.
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church building. Although the members are all
poor farmers making an average of $50/month,
they have raised $3,000. They need another
$7,000 to complete the church before
becoming homeless as a congregation.
We are communicating this development
and urgent need to our faithful partners. If you
wish to help the Son Thuy church, please send
earmarked funds by mail or use the Donate
Page of our website.
The familiar adage goes like this: When
life gives you lemons, make lemonade.
It’s lemonade time for our tribal church
plant in the Son Thuy village—located in the
mountains of northern Vietnam.
You can tell by the picture the church
is thriving, but they will soon be evicted.
Their landlord no longer wants to rent to
a church. They need $10,000 to build a

At the present time your plenty will
supply what they need, so that in
turn their plenty will supply what
you need. The goal is equality, as it
is written:“The one who gathered
much did not have too much, and
the one who gathered little did not
have too little.” (2 Cor 8:14-15)
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ce.
HHV is a pretty special pla

Worship, Bible study
and prayer are all part
of the children’s lives
at Harmony House
Vietnam. We thank God
for Khai, our overseer
at HHV, who shepherds
these little ones and
teaches them to know
God. We just had to
share these sweet
pictures with you!

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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