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Helping the
Vulnerable

Forty-one year old Ly has
lived a hard life. Born into the
poor Hmong tribal group in
the mountain areas of northern
Vietnam, poverty was practically
a given. But like all people, she
tried to scratch out what happiness
she could from life.
Ly and her husband had two
children and worked together in the fields
of their farm. And then one day he became
seriously ill. In Vietnam, the hospitals will not
treat you unless you first pay—something they
were unable to do. When he passed away, it sent
her into deep grief and depression.
Things went from bad to worse this past
Christmas when a brutal cold-snap hit the
mountain areas where she lives. Her house
collapsed in a storm, and suddenly they were
homeless!
Ly in despair.

She and her sons
wandered from house to
house, seeking temporary
shelter with their neighbors.
She was humiliated. But if
all the cards were stacked
against Ly, she had one ace
in her hand and it was a big
one. A year earlier, Ly and
her husband had listened to the
words of one of our tribal pastors and
received Christ. I will let Pastor Jacob tell
the story:

“She believed God a year before her husband died.
They heard Gospel from one of our tribal Pastor shared
to them. They want the peace and love from God
because they very poor and no one really like them or
thought they were good person. They saw in Christian
life was very good because they care each other and full
of joy and peace. This is the reason they believed God.”
Cont. on p2

Ly’s old hovel.

Loving-Ly Cont. from p1
As baby Christians, they had no idea what they
had just gotten themselves into. When word of their
predicament reached Pastor Jacob (our Vietnam
Director), he cried. He sent me an email advising me
of her plight, and we immediately wired funds to build
her a new house. When Jacob received my reply, he
went to Ly and told her, “God has opened a door for you,
and we will build you a new house.”
But she just ignored Jacob because others had
made similar promises of help, which proved to be
empty.
A few days later, a large truck laden with building
materials and a team of workers pulled onto her
property, Ly was thunderstruck! She was alternatively
beaming with joy and crying.
As the workers were building, she kept walking
in circles around the house, marveling at how much
better it was than her old hovel. Even her boys got in
on the action, helping to carry supplies and assist the
builders. Ly wanted to shout for joy!
Now listen—y’all know perfectly well that we didn’t
stop there! We bought new bedding, supplies, and
food, including 500 kg of rice—enough to last a year.
And then…we took her family shopping. When the
home was finished, Ly prepared a simple meal for
Jacob and the team.

Under construction.

Cont. on p3

A shopping trip to the tribal markets
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New home above the clouds.

Loving-Ly Cont. from p2
Jacob said, “This was the best dinner. Not
because of the food, but because of love. Love never
died!”
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen…
to share your food with the hungry and to
provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when
you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn
away from your own flesh and blood?”
(Isa 58:6-7)

Weeping may last for the night,
But a shout of joy comes in the morning!
(Psalm 30:5)

A Special Need for our Children

3

— at Harmony House Vietnam —
by Linda Huckaba

ildren.

Khai and the ch

Harmony House Vietnam
needs $1,500 to purchase
computers and a printer to
homeschool our children
during Coronavirus school
closures. If you would like to
help, contact our offices or
visit the donate page of our
website. Be sure to note the
purpose of your gift. Thanks
for helping us bear the
burden of teaching these
tikes!

HHV is also a de facto school.
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Spreading the
Knowledge
of Jesus

to Bring Salvation to the Ends of the Earth
by John Bentley

Dear John and Linda,

I can think of few places on planet earth
that would qualify as more “ends of the earth”
than Ethiopian-Somali. This poor southeastern
province of Ethiopia borders Somalia and is nearly
100% Muslim. It is an area almost completely
ignored by Christians—both Ethiopia’s evangelical
denominations and international missionary
organizations. I don’t need to tell you why,
you already know—its considered “closed to the
Gospel,” too difficult, can be dangerous, etc.
Harmony recently began ministry in this
spiritually dark area, and what we are discovering
is quite encouraging. Here is a recent message
we received from Dr. Eyasu, our Ethiopia Country
Director:

After finishing my first training to our
MBBs (Muslim-Background Believers)
in
Diredawa, Fozya (our new Somali MB
B) insisted I
go to Jigjiga. I accepted her invitation
and met her
disciples—13 women and one guy. All
grew up in
Somali, speak the language and know
the culture
ver y well. Fozya asked if Harmony can
train them.
She also asked if we can rent a small
house to
disciple the Somali converts secretly.
I also had a discussion time with Jigjiga
church
leaders. They have the same request.
They said,
Somali seems a closed region for the Gos
pel message,
but it is not true. The Somalis are ver
y interested
to hear stories and they don’t persecute
those who
preach the Gospel. Therefore, they said
, we need this
training here in Jigjiga.
I asked myself, What is God doing? Is
God
leading us to work hard and invest mor
e in
Ethiopian-Somali? If we train the 22
in Diredawa,
and 14 in Jigjiga, we will have 42 MB
Bs including
those who have already trained.

Cont. on p5

Eyasu
proclaiming Christ
in a Muslim land.

Ethiopian-Somali
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My response to Eyasu was to approve and
encourage the acceleration of our work in
that area, including
redirecting funds from
another new-church-build
toward renting a home
to disciple new believers.
I reminded Eyasu that
scripture indicates in
multiple places that God
has His elect scattered
everywhere across the
globe—including Muslim
areas—where people
will recognize the voice
of their Shepherd and
respond to the Gospel, if
someone will only share it
with them.
Then Paul and
Barnabas answered
them… this is
what the Lord has
commanded us:
‘I have made you a
light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring
salvation to the ends
of the earth.’

When the Gentiles heard
this, they were glad and
honored the word of the
Lord; and all who were
appointed to eternal life
believed. And the word
of the Lord spread
through the whole
region.
(Acts 13:46-49)

A distinctive of Harmony is that we
boldly advance into the devil’s ancient
dominions. Far from
avoiding hard places,
we actually target them.
A hero of mine, the
explorer-adventurer
James Kirk, said it best:
“To boldly go, where no
man has gone before.”
In fairness though,
whenever Jim found
himself in a tight spot,
he was also quick to say
“Beam me up, Scotty.”
[Editor’s comment: Truly
the human race is a study in
contradictions].
When Christians
choose to step onto the Kingdom
battlefields of our day, it awakens the power
of God into our lives. It is an accelerant
to our faith as we share the bitter-sweet
adventures experienced by the prophets
and apostles—by Hudson Taylor, George
Mueller, Corrie ten Boom, Mother Teresa,
Elisabeth Elliot, Amy Carmichael, Brother
Andrew and countless other ordinary folks
who we now regard as heroes of the faith.
If you want to take your involvement in
our Acts 29 adventures to the next level, you
can join the spiritual fight by committing
to intercessory prayer—for anointing, open
hearts, open doors, angelic protection,
miraculous provision, prayers for our
team (walk, marriage, children), and for
the unbelievers we encounter. It’s like
swimming in the ocean. You just have to
decide how deep you want to go.
Twenty-one years ago I began this grand
adventure by landing in China without a
drop of committed support. It was just me
and Jesus. Some claimed I was being foolish
and irresponsible, and the whole thing was
Cont. on p6

Somali breakout session.
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doomed to failure. But if Jesus is genuinely
your partner, how can you lose?!
It didn’t take long for God to begin
calling beautiful-hearted people (don’t
blush, I’m talking about you) to join me in
the gap—filling in the lines on my right and
left. I can’t tell you what that means to me.
And to all of us, I want to say that our Enemy
is implacable, but our Captain is before us!
Ethiopian-Somali has been Enemy territory,
held unchallenged, for most of human
history. Not…anymore.

Church at Jigjiga.

Closing In On The Goal

In our last newsletter we
mentioned our Christmas
giving brought us withing
$7,465 of our goal for Pastor
Hoang’s new vehicle. Some
of our supporters apparently
didn’t want to leave it there
and have continued to donate
toward this need. In the last
two months another $3,585
has come in, bringing us to
within $3,880 of our goal.
Y’all too much!
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ONLY
$3,880
STILL TO
RAISE!

OUR
GOAL!

A

BIG Announcement!

Harmony Outreach and the Bentley and McCain
families will soon be relocating from California to
Mount Juliet, Tennessee—just east of Nashville. The
BIG MOVE is scheduled to take place sometime this
summer.
I have gone past Tier1 “excited” all the way
to Tier-4 “supe-supiditydoop excited!” [Editor’s
comment: Personally,
I regard this as more of
a Tier-3 “supidity-doop”
excitement]. I can’t wait for
the gentle four seasons of
the northern South—what
Amy Grant called A Tender
Tennessee Christmas.
We are moving from the
second highest cost of living
state to the sixth lowest.
Nashville is the home of
Country Music (Glory!), Cracker Barrel and southern
hospitality. Tennessee is surrounded by eight states,
giving us easy access into the heart of the U.S.—
with more accessibility to many of our friends and
supporters.
And while all of that is true, this is not the real
reason we are leaving—which is most succinctly
described in this passage of scripture:
…if [God] rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was
distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless (for that

Johnna Scott looking over

Harmony’s property.

by John Bentlaey

righteous man, living among them day after day, was
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he
saw and heard)— if this is so, then the Lord knows how
to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous
for punishment on the day of
judgment. This is especially
true of those who follow the
corrupt desire of the flesh and
despise authority. (2 Pet 2:710)
This whole process
has been open doors and
blessings from the Shepherd
who leads to green pastures
and still waters. Our
new offices are under
construction on a beautiful,
one-acre parcel with mature
trees.
Our builder is building
at a significant discount as
his contribution to our work. Ditto our materials
supplier and architect. Our blessed project
manager, Johnna Scott, is pouring her heart into
this project to make it beautiful, quality and costefficient. And the price of the land… [wait for it]…
was 50% lower than the adjoining (and inferior)
parcel of equal size.
Dalin and I hope that some of you (not saying
who is who) will come and visit us.
We’ll leave the light on.

Date night at the Grand Ole Opry.
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Helping the
Vulnerable

In January we sent out an
emergency eblast about brother
Chuot, a member of our tribal
house-church network in northern
Vietnam. Chuot had fallen and
knocked his head hard. His family
didn’t realize that he had internal
bleeding around his brain—until
his body went into convulsions.
By the time they got him to a
hospital, the doctor said, No hope.
He will die or remain in a vegetative
state.
I fully respected the attending
physician’s diagnosis, but there
were facts he was unaware of:
1. Chuot is a believer
2. Christians from around the world were
interceding
3. Harmony was sending significant financial help
to provide medical care typically inaccessible to
a tribal person, and
4. My personal favorite—the Word of God:

I was pushed back and about to fall,
but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my
strength and my defense; He has become
my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory
resound in the tents of the righteous:
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty
things! The Lord’s right hand is lifted
high; the Lord’s right hand has done mighty
things! I will not die but live, and will
proclaim what the Lord has done.

In a recovery that astonished
his doctors, Chuot is back on his
feet, reunited with his family,
and once again attending housechurch. To all of you who
responded to our emergency
eblast, you did this! Like the 6th
Cavalry riding to the rescue, your
prompt acts of love snatched him
out of death’s grip and restored
him to his family.
And now, I would like to share
the letter I received from his
wife, which I regard as written to
all of us:
Thanks letter! My name is Bui Thi Soi. Thanks to
Pastor Giang (what they call me in Vietnam) because
of your pray and helped us to pay hospital fees. God
healed my husband and bring life to him. God use you
as a pipe to bring life to my husband. The doctor said we
will lose him, but this was a great miracle happened in
my family. From hopeless, now we are full of joy. Deep
from our heart we would like to say thanks and may God
bless you and your
family abundantly.
Now my husband
can go to the
church and have a
service on Sunday.
How blessed our
Tet holiday for my
family!
With grateful
heart.
Bui Thi Soi

Psalm 118:13-17

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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