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BRINGING HOPE AND HELP TO CAMBODIA, ETHIOPIA, & VIETNAM

by John Bentley

With this newsletter I would like to invite you to
come in from the storm. If you spend too much time
focused on what is happening in Satan’s dominion
(metaphorically called “the world”), you will soon
be overwhelmed by the tide of depravity flooding
our nation and other nations. If you are perplexed
by how we got to this point, you shouldn’t be. God
warned us:
Since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, He gave them over to a depraved
mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit and malice... (Rom 1:28-29)
But in the Kingdom of God, there is peace…and
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there is joy! And as I write the newsletter about our
activities the last couple of months, I am filled with
joy at how unspeakably beautiful it all is. I honestly
have no idea how God has brought me—and all of
us—to be involved in all of this. God encourages us
to focus on the things of His kingdom, so let’s come
in from the storm, cozy up to the fireplace, and set
our hearts on things above where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God.
Since, you have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your minds on things above,
not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is your life, appears, then you also will appear with
Him in glory. (Col 3:1-4)

Lost
Sheep
59
by John Bentley

Think about this—the tribal people we are working with in Vietnam
are considered unreached people groups (UPGs)—meaning that they
have been unreached by the Gospel since they first sprang into
existence thousands of years ago. In writing this article, I jumped
on Wikipedia to see how long the Hmong (a subgroup of the Miao
from China) have been in existence. The answer I read was that
evidence suggests they have occupied south Asia for 8,000 years.
Cont. on p2
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Lua’s
by John Bentley

In Vietnam, they don’t
call them “tribal people,”
they call them “mountain
people” because they live
in the untamed mountain
areas. The reason for this
is that the more populous
people groups pushed
the smaller (and weaker)
tribes out of the best
land, where it was easiest
to farm. The mountain
people adapted to this
by learning how to farm
on varying elevations
using terraces. Ironically,
these “rice terraces” have
become some of the most
beautiful landscapes on the planet.
I absolutely love the beauty and cooler
temperatures of the tribal mountain areas. But they
do get weather! Windstorms are more prevalent
at higher elevations, and so it was for brother Lua

whose house was hit
with a mini-cyclone that
ripped the thatched roof
right off his house!
Lua doesn’t have
State Farm, [Editor’s
comment: With Geico,
he could have saved
15%] but what he does
have is a large and
loving extended family
that reaches all the way
from Lao Cai province to
____________ (insert the
name of your town).
Our Vietnam
Country Director, pastor
Jacob, advanced $500
to help Lua get a new and better roof made of
cement sheets. That is part of the way we roll at
Harmony—to advance emergency aid from our
reserves, and then back-fill it by raising support
after the fact.

[If you would like to be person who gives expression to your love for Christ by helping Lua’s family
get a new roof, please send your earmarked gift to our offices. And… thank you!]

59Lost Sheep

Cont. from p1

[Editor’s comment: Since the earth is a
pinch over 6,000 years old, I’m trying to
sort this out….]
It is truly a perplexing phenomenon
how there remains so many UPGs in the
year of our Lord 2020. Stranger yet is that
part of God’s solution has been to raise
up little Harmony Outreach to go to these
people?! Last month, despite lockdowns
and travel restrictions, our team in
Vietnam led 59 tribal people to faith in Christ and
baptized 19 of them—in baptistries that you helped
fund last year!
According to Romans 11, the return of Jesus
Christ, to take back planet earth, will happen
contemporaneous to “the full number of the
Gentiles coming in.” (Rom 11:25) At that
point, the church will be raptured and the final

Unreached no longer.
Thank you, team Harmony!
7-year period of Jewish history (called The Great
Tribulation) will begin. So, God knows the exact
number of Gentiles, through all of human history,
that will be saved. I confess I don’t know that
number, but what I do know is that whatever the
number is…we just got closer by 59.
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Shonkole Update
by Linda Huckaba

In our
Oct-Nov 2019
newsletter,
we told
the story
of a little
Ethiopian
girl called
Shonkole
who
Harmony
helped by
providing
surgery
for her
horribly
disfigured
eye. We
wanted to
give you
the “rest of the story”
about what happened afterward.
This sweet girl, from a Muslim village,
had the courage to become Christian, despite
persecution and opposition. She had really
suffered because her disfigured eye caused her
to be so shunned and humiliated that she quit
school. Ironically, the rejection of Muslims
likely made her open to Christianity.
Last year, John showed up in Jido to
visit her 40-member church which Harmony
evangelist Fikadu planted. As soon as he saw
her, with her head down in embarrassment, he
felt compassion and declared that we would help
her. Harmony raised funds for her surgery—
which took place in December. The surgery
was successful and her eye was saved, the pain
removed, and her appearance greatly improved.
This latter part isn’t about vain aesthetics—if
her appearance wasn’t improved, she would

likely have continued to be shunned, affecting
her whole life, including her ability to eventually
get married.
Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our
God and Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained by the world. (James 1:27)
We often say that in the 10/40 Window, most
people need to see Christianity before they can
hear Christianity. It is the witness of a selfless
love, which they may never have experienced
before, that hits their hearts and draws them
to Christ. Because of what Harmony did for
Shonkole, her sister became a Christian and
joined the church. And then her mom. And
then, five other Muslims from the village turned
to the Lord! I can’t help but wonder if those
of you who supported Shonkole’s eye surgery
had any idea that your act of selfless love for
Shonkole would result in seven Muslims coming
to Jesus?

“Dr. Eyasu is exploring cosmetic surgery options. If you would like to help this
sweetheart regain the beautiful face God gave her, please send your earmarked
gift to our offices or go to the Donate page on our website.”
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5, Not 2, For 3-in-1
by John Bentley

Churu Pastor’s family enjoying new water well
While much of the world has been furloughed
for the last several months, Harmony’s work has
continued unabated. In Vietnam, with help from
our friends at Water for a Billion, we funded two
water wells—one for a Hmong tribal village in the
north and one for a Churu village in the south. But
before we could get started, Coronavirus hit and
with it came mandatory business shutdowns and
restrictions on travel.
This flatlined much of the economy in Vietnam—
and for us this came with a happy side effect. Prices
dropped so precipitously that the funds we wired
ended up being enough to fund FIVE wells! Two
for Hmong villages who are largely an unreached
people group, and three for the Churu people, who
are Christian. And while we always love helping
r people, our primary motivation is love for Him
Hmong pastor Din’
tte
le
’s
Ya
or
st
pa
u
s letter
Chur
who is called “Three-in-One”
“ I’m pastor Ya Duong, I take responsibility
for outreach ministry for Churu tribe and my
church of 223 people. On behalf of my family
and the church here, I say thank you for
sponsoring for us the project of clean water.
During our last drought, all our wells were
dried, we didn’t have water for daily activities.
Thanks to you, we dig a well with 9m depth, so
the well won’t run dry. Now we have more than
enough water! We don’t know how to express
our gratitude, just say thank you to Pastor and
the sponsors. May God bless all of you and your
family.”
Pastor Ya Duong
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I’m Pastor Giang Xuan Din.
On behalf of
Hmong Church leaders, I wa
nt to say thank you
to Pastor John for the financi
al support every
months, for the training cou
rses, and specially
during this difficult time of the
pandemic. As
soon as you heard about our
difficulties and
need for food, you responded
to help us buy rice
and other food for poor Church
leaders. We
are moved because we always
have you with us
helping us and pray for us. Ma
y God bless you
and your family.
Pastor Giang Xuan Din”
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Two Steps Forward,
One Step Back
by John Bentley

Serving the Lord on the mission field is not all
green pastures and still waters—it also involves a
dash of hardship and setbacks.
Last year Harmony funded multiple new
churches in Muslim areas. Most of these went
well, but not the church in Kokosa. In that village,
because of Muslim hostility to the presence of a
church, some people came in
the night and destroyed the
church and carried off the
building materials.
Our team reported
this to local police, who
happened to be Muslim, so
you can imagine how far that
investigation went.... But we
remain undaunted, continuing
to build new churches for
Muslim-background new
believers, including the
church in Aje Dida (pictured)
which is nearing completion.
I am most excited about
our next two church construction projects that
are in areas that are nearly 100% Muslim—one
in the Ethiopia’s Afar region and the other near
the Somali border. Here is the message from Dr.
Eyasu, our Ethiopia Country Director:
Dear John and Linda. As we all know, because
of COVID-19 I couldn’t conduct MBB discipleship

Church in Aje Dida before

training. When this pandemic ends, I will train 22
MBBs in Somali who are already registered and
waiting. I will also train in Afar near the border of
South Sudan.
With the funds I have been given to build two
churches, I will construct one in Afar, in the place
called Assayta, and the second in Ethiopian Somali,
Dire Dawa. All are ready
and the money is there so I
am waiting and praying the
pandemic to end.
This is no-game stuff
evangelizing and planting
churches in areas completely
overrun by Muslims.
But that is a Harmony
imperative—advancing the
Kingdom into the heart of
darkness, as you cover us
with your prayers.
If you financially support
Harmony, let me say “I love
thee with an everlasting love!” Material support
is fabulous, but the Kingdom of God is very much
about spiritual support and spiritual warfare. We
need the Holy Spirit going before us and we need the
covering of prayer and angelic protection. Muslims
are not a tolerant lot. Please join the fight by falling
on your knees and unleashing the power, provision,
protection and guidance of Almighty God!

Nearing completion!
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A Friend In Need
by John Bentley

During the time of the pandemic and
government lockdowns, Harmony Vietnam
had to pivot, redirecting outreach budget to
emergency aid. Many of the tribal people we
work with were suffering as a result of the
economic shutdown. With the average family
earning approximately $50/month, they were in
real trouble.
Pastor Jacob and his team of tribal pastors
delivered care packages of noodles, rice, fishsauce, oil—and giving a $10 dollar stipend—to
many of our suffering families. Ten dollars may
seem laughable until you realize this equates to
20% of their normal monthly budget.
For these tribal families, many of whom
are new believers, this was their first time
experiencing manna from heaven when they
were found in the desert place. It was also a first
of experiencing brotherly love, expressed through
practical help, from their new Christian family.

If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother in need but has no pity on them, how can
the love of God be in that person? Dear children,
let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth. (1 John 3:17-18)
I feel compelled to point out that if you
support Harmony—you did this. We all did this,
together. And Jesus felt it.
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick
or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me. (Mat 25:37-40)

Expressing love & help to our tribal family in northern Vietnam

New – Giving By Text !
by John Bentley

We are supidy-doop excited to announce a new and uber-convenient way
to give to Harmony Outreach using your smartphone—Giving by Text!
It takes only moments to set up and provides the ability to give
electronically from the convenience of your phone.
Please take a moment to look over the enclosed instruction sheet and then
say goodbye to stamps and/or logging onto the Donate page of our website.
It’s safe, it’s convenient, and it’s a Christian company who shares
our values and charges rock-bottom fees. Thank you,
Cornerstone Payment Systems, and thank You, Jesus!
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Balda—What Happened Next
by John Bentley

We received a strong response to the “Balda—the
Thug” story in our last newsletter—raising more
money than was needed to rebuild Balda’s house.
We used the excess funds to bless his two friends.
I’m feeling lazy, so I will let Dr. Eyasu explain what
happened next:
Greetings John and
Linda. I had great
time with Balda and
his friends, Nagesso
and Bulbula. I invited
them to Sheshemene
for two reasons. One
is for security and the
other is that they may
enjoy having a good
meal in a nice hotel.
They really enjoyed it.
Honestly speaking, they
didn’t eat such food for
years.
Balda: When I told him that Harmony Outreach
sent enough money to build his house I can’t express

how happy he was. “Thank you, Harmony Outreach!
I don’t have enough words to express my feelings.
May God bless you and your ministry!”
Their village pastor said, “After observing how
these three guys are living, as a poor church, we
were praying that God
would help them. This
is God’s answer for
our prayer. Thank you
John and all Harmony
family!”
Nagesso: Is
married and has
two children. As he
testifies, in day times
he steals someone’s
goat, kills and eats
it. And at night he
robs cars and motor
bikes. Most nights
he was drinking and
taking drugs. After he
became a Christian his wife deserted him and went
to her family. He wrote, “I went to my wife, but she
replied it is better to beat me rather than being a
Christian. On the other hand, my mother loved my
new character so much that she gave me land, even
though my Muslim brothers protested. But I didn’t
have an ox to plow so it was very hard to farm. I
rejoice that Harmony gave me enough money to buy
an ox so that I can feed my family, including my
mother! Thank you Harmony Outreach so much!
I can’t repay it but God does. May He bless you
abundantly!”
Bulbula is single. When he became a Christian
his family chased him out of their house but through
the mediation of village elders, he came back home
and lives with his mother. He has a tiny thatchedroof house. He has land but has to work for others to
get enough money to rent an ox.
When he was told that Harmony sent him money
to buy an ox he said, “This solves the greatest
challenge of my life!” May God abundantly bless
your ministry!”
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Three Squeaks
by John Bentley

Khai, the manager of Harmony House
Vietnam, recently requested permission
to take in three additional tribal children
who very much need loving intervention.
In order to do that we need to add another
room to Harmony House Vietnam,
which will serve the dual purpose of also
separating the boys and the girls. The
cost of this project is only $1,000 and will
increase the capacity of our orphan home
by 25%.
We think that is a great return on
investment and one that will bring a
smile to Jesus’ face. If you would like to
help us with this need, please send your
earmarked gift to our offices or use one of
the giving options on the Donate page of
our website.
With the help of kind donors, we
recently installed a new well, providing
clean water for HHV. A warm thanks to
those that helped with this need!

Our new well was intended to
provide water for
drinking, washing and irriga
tion but Bret and
Seth decided it was for fun an
d mischief!

Send Your Love and
Help Around World!
$500 for Lua’s new and
improved roof
$1,200 cosmetic surgery
to give Shonkole back her
beautiful face
$1,000 add a room to HHV for
3 more orphans
Harmony House Vietnam. New addition
will be built on right side.

Help support Harmony by making your Amazon purchases using smile.amazon.com
and selecting Harmony Outreach as your charity. Amazon will donate .05% of your
purchase to Harmony automatically!

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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