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åBaLda–the Thug
by John Bentley

I’m not going to mince words here. Balda was
an absolute thug. His pattern was to wander around
villages and lone homes in Ethiopia, with his crew, to
find someone to steal from or victimize—and then
use the ill-gotten money to drink, smoke and chew
Chat (common African drug).
But I used the word “thug,” not “thief,” because
Balda enjoyed beating people up just for the fun of
it. Even his own wife was afraid of him because of his
penchant for explosive anger.
Nominally Muslim, Balda found Islam
unsatisfying and was dubious about its teachings.
Little did worthless Balda realize that everything was
about to change in his life because, in point of fact,
he was chosen by God.
I would like to take credit that Balda’s conversion
resulted from Harmony evangelizing him, but that’s
not what happened. One night he had a vivid dream
with a blunt message—unless he changed his life and
became a Christian he would soon die. Balda wasn’t
afraid of anything or anyone, and yet this message so
terrified him that he gave his life to Christ.
Justification precedes sanctification, and no
sooner did Balda give his life to the Lord than he
began to experience a radical transformation of his
character. Balda had often threatened to kill his
wife, but now he softened toward her. Seeing the
beautiful transformation happening in front of her

eyes, she likewise renounced Islam and accepted Jesus
as her personal savior. Not long thereafter, the two
members of his gang (Editor’s comment: I believe the
technical term is “toadies”) came to Christ through the
witness of their friend Balda.
But his conversion wasn’t as celebrated in the
Muslim village. And here is the irony—despite the
transformation of this former thug, some were angry
about him becoming Christian and leading others to
Christ. Late one night, under cover of darkness, they
set his house on fire. Balda awoke to find his mudand-thatch house engulfed in flames. He was able to
rescue his wife and two children
just in time to see their home
reduced to ashes in front of their
eyes.
But what the Muslims
meant for evil, God used for
good because this event
underscored that
these people were
no longer part
of his identity.
Shortly
thereafter,
Harmony
evangelist Kemal
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A
Radicalized
Christian
Perspective
by John Bentley

Let me start off by saying
this isn’t my first rodeo. Here is
an excerpt from our April 2003
newsletter entitled, The Valley of
the Shadow of Death, when I was a
missionary living in China:
“Sprinkled throughout the
congregation of the Beijing
International Christian Fellowship
on Sunday are people wearing
facemasks as they worship the Lord.
“Although Spring pollen is in the
air, you are afraid to sneeze, lest your
sneeze cause fear in the people sitting
near you. Then an elder takes the
podium to announce that for the
time being we will continue to meet,
but that members should regularly
consult the church’s website to see if
future services get cancelled.
“He goes on to say that the church
leadership is getting daily updates on the risk factors
from three doctors, including one from the World Health
Organization. Normally packed services reveal an
increasing number of empty seats reflecting those who have
decided that our Sunday gathering is just too dangerous.
“This is not science fiction; this is the surreal reality of
living in Beijing in the days of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS).”

One month later, as the
outbreak worsened and Beijing
had nearly half of the world’s
SARS cases, a spirit of fear gripped
the city. In an effort to control
the spread of the virus, schools and
businesses were shut down and
entire areas were quarantined—
including our children’s village
compound.
The government established
checkpoints for vehicles—doctors
in white, protective overgarments
and police in blue—waiting
to screen you. If you had a
temperature, the police were on
hand to forcibly remove you to a
SARS camp outside the city.
Our entire team of Western
missionaries evacuated back to the
US, together with their families.
The only person in leadership to
stay behind was me—and that without my family. I felt
like Custer at the Battle of Little Bighorn exclaiming,
“Where did all these $#!% Indians come from?!”
As the remaining leader, I implemented certain
protective measures such as upping our hygiene regimen,
limiting trips to Beijing and cancelling visitors to our
children’s village. And then I pulled out the BIG guns
and “officially declared” refuge in God, per Psalms 91:
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest
in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord,
‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust.’ Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare
and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You
will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies
by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor
the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may
fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but
it will not come near you. You will only observe with
your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. If you
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say, ‘The Lord is my refuge,’ and you make the Most High
your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster
will come near your tent. For he will command his
angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone. You will tread on the
lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and
the serpent.”
There are always
multiple refuges that a man
can choose in the face of
danger. With any major
problem we face, we all have
a cupboard of resources we
can pull from to tackle the
problem. It is often only
when we have exhausted our
available fleshly resources,
with no effect, that some of
us finally surrender, declare
that God alone is our refuge
and deliverer and turn
the problem over Him to
handle. And that is exactly
what He was waiting for to
spring into action! It has
been said that Christianity
is the only system wherein
the point of surrender is the
point of victory.
Those who choose to
make God their refuge
“WILL REST in the shadow
of the Almighty.” I marvel
at the strength of the word
picture painted here. It
suggests a danger pursuing a
man. But the man declares
God as his refuge of choice.
Then, under the shelter of
God, who is called “the
Almighty,” the man turns,
looks his pursuer in the face
and says, “I dare you to mess with me now!”
Once the declaration has been made—“He is my
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust”—it
becomes a catalyst in the realm of the Spirit. At that
moment, Psalm 91 suggests that the man comes under

God’s covering and need not fear the pestilence that
stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at
midday. Although a thousand may be struck down by
SARS at your side, or ten thousand by COVID-19 at
your right hand… it will not come near you! Why?
Because God has commanded his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
“Because he loves me,” says
the Lord, “I will rescue him;
I will protect him, for he
acknowledges my name. He
will call on me, and I
will answer him; I will
be with him in trouble, I
will deliver him and honor
him. With long life I will
satisfy him and show him
my salvation.”
Many of you are familiar
with my testimony—
how I went from being
an ordinary Christian to
becoming a “radicalized”
Christian by reading
the stories of Corrie ten
Boom, Brother Andrew,
Zvi (Triumph over the
Holocaust), Hudson Taylor,
Mother Teresa, George
Mueller and others.
A “radicalized”
Christian is someone who
takes Christianity to its
logical extreme by genuinely
appropriating God’s
principles and then acts on
them in his life. The folks
mentioned above were all
ordinary people who shared
in common an encounter
with Jesus Christ which
took their faith and radicalized it to the point that they
would go anywhere and brave any unknown because they
genuinely trusted the Lord was with them.
Their stories filled me with awe and inspired me to
likewise step off the cliff, trusting that the invisible hand
Cont. on p4
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of God would bear me up. It has been a 30-year, nonstop adventure ever since—and one that I earnestly try
to export into other Christians’ lives.
And while I have shared this spiritual principle in the
context of COVID-19, it has a much broader application
than that. It is the secret to releasing the power of God
over any problem which is too big for you to tackle on
your own.
An early example of this—an adolescent who took
down a threat that had paralyzed an army—is recorded
in the Old Testament:
“David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me
with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against
you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day
the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll
strike you down and cut off your head. This very day
I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the

Spreading the
Knowledge
of Jesus

birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will
know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that
the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will
give all of you into our hands.’” (1 Sam 17:45-47)
And now—because I genuinely love you and
have made it my life-goal to declare and model these
principles—let me ask you, dear believer, what is the
great problem, fear or challenge that you are facing in
your life? Having exhausted all earthly resources, will
you now declare to heaven and earth that God alone is
your Refuge and Deliverer? He is the only One who can
defeat your giant(s), part the sea, bring dead things back
to life and restore the long-desolate places!

“The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble; He knows those who take refuge in Him.”
(Nahum 1:7)

Miracle
In the Mekong Delta
by Linda Huckaba

Meet Thoi—a sweet Vietnamese grandma from a village
church in the Mekong Delta area of southern Vietnam. Thoi
was scheduled to have surgery in January to remove a stomach tumor which she had suffered from for some time. But
before going into surgery, she asked the church to pray for
God to heal her. Harmony team member Pastor Hoang’s
testimony follows:
One week before New Year, Thoi was hospitalized waiting
for the results of the tests. The doctor said after new year she
would have surgery.
During the new year holiday week, she came to the church
to ask people to pray for her. I put my hand on her, pray to ask
God for mercy to heal her. After praying I was given the Lord’s
prophecy that she had recovered from her disease.
When the test again was over, she was completely
healed! And the doctor asked her what medicine she had taken
and what food she ate [to be healed] in just one week.
She said, ‘I believed in Jesus and I prayed for it. He has
mercy on me, and I am healed. Thank you, Jesus!’
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Pastor Hoang and Thoi

Helping the
Vulnerable

Harmony House Vietnam—
In the Eye of the Storm

Update from our new orphan home amidst COVID-19
by John Bentley

Vietnam, with its close
proximity to China, is
near the epicenter of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In an effort to contain
the spread of the virus,
public gatherings have
been banned, including
schools. But in the very
center of a hurricane is what
is known as “the eye of the
storm,” a place of peace and
calm. And so it has been for
Harmony House Vietnam,
our new orphan home.
The following is a report
from our primary caregiver
at HHV, a sweet Christian
gal named Tuyen:

orphaned and vulnerable
children. Here they learn
God’s word, are taught the
truth things of Bible, and
go to school. Every day the
children wake up at 6 am,
after finishing person hygiene,
they read the Proverbs
and pray. Then they have
breakfast and go to school.
“Recently, Coronavirus
strong so school is cancelled.
Now, after breakfast we will
read and study the Bible
together. In addition, there
is play time and homework
time for them to do tasks
which teachers gave. Not only
that, they also helped me with
housework such as sweeping, cleaning the house, cleaning the
yard, washing dishes, picking up vegetables.
“In the evenings we have time to chat, study the Bible
and pray. Sometimes we also learn to sing hymns together.”

s you, Lord,
From the lips of children and infant
21:16)
att
have called forth your praise.” (M
“My name is Tuyen. I am 24 years old and the
primary caregiver for kids at Harmony House Vietnam.
At university I joined J-Club Outreach and through that
became Christian. Now that I have graduated, I have
taken part in this ministry.
“HHV is a place set by God to take care of the

HHV kids with Tuyen (center), Khai,
Pastor Jacob & Pastor Doug Smith

Want your Harmony news quicker?
Well, there’s HOT (the Newsletter), HOTTER (liking us on Facebook)
and HOTTEST (following us on Instagram).

Do it TODAY!
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by John Bentley

Harmony is all about boldly advancing the Kingdom
of God into territory long held by the Enemy.
Nowhere is this more evident than Ethiopia where
our team is leading hundreds of Muslims to Christ every
year. But Jesus called us to make disciples, not converts,
so evangelism is just the first step.
In these Muslim areas where there are no churches,
our Muslim-background new believers will often say to
our team, “You brought us out of the mosque. Where is our
new mosque (i.e. place of worship)?”
This is a valid point which is one reason that
These churches were sponsored by
Harmony supporters in the U.S. and Germany.
As always, we appreciate your prayers for these new
converts—our brothers and sisters in Christ!
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Inside one of our church
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Harmony completed church in “Little Mecca”
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traveled to Balda’s village sharing the Good News.
This was God-sent for Balda and his little band of new
believers who eagerly listened to Kemal’s teachings and
exhortations—and were baptized by him.
Balda rebuilt about the “ramshackle-ist” little hut
you can imagine, which also seconds as a tiny chapel for
these few
believers
who are
being
taught and
discipled
by
Kemal—
in his
itinerate
travels.

Harmony
can’t take
credit for his
conversion,
which was
100% Holy
Spirit. But it
is no surprise
that it was
Harmony-Ethiopia that God chose to disciple these new
Christians in the Muslim village. Why is it no surprise?
Because in these deep-in Muslim villages there are few
denominations or para-church organizations. It’s just us.
And that… makes me smile!
Sometime soon I look forward to meeting Balda.
When I think of my life and testimony and his, I want
to laugh because we have nothing in common, except
everything—and that is Jesus Christ.

We want to surprise Balda and his wife with a new
house! Cost is $1,500 and will be a testimony to the
entire village. If you would like to help, send your
earmarked gift to our office or use Paypal on our
website. This… is going to be good!

Through Thick and Thin
by John Bentley

Recently, we received a $200 donation from Jonathon in
northern California who wrote,
No doubt there is additional demand on your resources due to this
global pandemic. Praying for your organization and staff and for
those you serve. May God bless you and may he use your willingness
to serve and reach the hurting during these trying times!
Brother, thank you so much! Indeed, the economic
consequences of COVID-19 and social distancing are putting a
severe financial strain on many. Dalin and I have made it a point
to step up support to our church during this time, knowing
that they are struggling financially, as are many Christian
organizations.
We want you to know that our work is continuing all over
the world, albeit with increased difficulty. On behalf of all of us
at Harmony Outreach, scattered across the world, we want to
express our deep gratitude to all of you who are stepping up to
help in these challenging times.

This is what the Lord says:
Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who
depends on flesh for his strength and whose
heart turns away from the Lord. That
person will be like a bush in the wastelands;
they will not see prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of the
desert, in a salt land where no one lives. But
blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose confidence is in him. They will be like
a tree planted by the water that sends out its
roots by the stream. It does not fear when
heat comes; its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought and
never fails to bear fruit.
(Jer 17:5-9)
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The Fight for
Simon’s Life
by Linda Huckaba

On March 6 we sent an E-blast asking for prayers for Simon,
our 3-year-old great-grandson who is in a life-and-death struggle
with brain cancer. Your tremendous and heartwarming response via
calls, cards and emails causes us to rejoice that so many are sharing
this journey with us!
From the successful surgery on February 27 when the
cancerous tumor was removed through his second round of chemo
which was completed on Easter Sunday, Simon has done amazingly
well.
He’s had ports, shunts, poking and needles. He has lost his
beautiful curly hair and is now into bandanas and baseball caps
with the bill in the back. It has certainly not been easy for him.
Still he remains his funny, playful self, entertaining the nurses
during his hospitalizations and maintaining a good appetite. He
seems to take everything in stride—except his dreaded daily shots.
Simon decorated Mr. Po
tato Head to look
Yet ALL his tests keep coming back with positive results for which
like Harlan Huckaba
an
d… he nailed it!
we praise God!
It means the world to us that you have chosen to join this
spiritual battle and that we can rely on your continued prayers for
Simon’s complete healing!

In our hearts we felt we had received the sentence of death. But
this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who
raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and
he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then many will
give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer
to the prayers of many. (2 Cor 1:9-11)

Help support Harmony by making your Amazon purchases using smile.amazon.com
and selecting Harmony Outreach as your charity. Amazon will donate .05% of your
purchase to Harmony automatically!

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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