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The Crucible
The Incredible Story of an Unsung Hero of the Faith
by John Bentley

I feel privileged to be the first person (ever!)
to share with Christians around the world this
amazing story—of an unsung hero of the faith—
Dr. Eyasu Malsamo. Dr. Eyasu is a major player
in the Kingdom of God in Ethiopia.
God’s Chosen Instrument
Eyasu, whose name in Amharic is the name
of Christ (“Yeshua” in Hebrew, “Joshua” in
English) was born in 1962. No one could have
guessed that this eighth child of a large family
would be God’s chosen
instrument to significantly
advance the Kingdom
in Africa’s second most
populous country. It
has been said, God does
not use anyone greatly
whom He has not first
wounded deeply. So it
was for Joseph, David,
and Paul—and so it
would prove
to be for
Eyasu.
Eyasu’s
father was a
prosperous
farmer
and strong
supporter
of the

church in southern Ethiopia.
Growing up in that
environment, Eyasu came
to know Jesus at a young
age and received his call
into ministry as a teen. But
as is often the case with the
Almighty, between the call
of God and the fulfillment
of that call, there would be
a long and circuitous path.
Little did young Eyasu
realize that his peaceful
life was about to be turned
upside down.
Leftist Movement Grows
Unbeknownst to many
Ethiopians in the 1970’s, a leftist movement was
growing in power within the military—winning
popularity by promising to eradicate social
injustice, sweep away historical institutions
(such as the monarchy) and establish a utopian
society with equality for everyone. In 1974,
the movement overthrew the government of
Emperor Haile Selassie—abolishing a monarchy
that traced its roots back to the biblical Queen
of Sheba—and embraced communism as the
official ideology of the new Ethiopia. Ethiopia
was now governed by a military junta called the
Derg, but would soon devolve into a Marxist
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dictatorship led by a former army major named
Mengistu.
Once their consolidation of power was
complete, they moved fast—arresting,
imprisoning and often executing dissident
military officers, government officials, former
Prime Ministers (and their cabinets), and any
official associated with the Imperial court. Like
Russia’s last Czar, Nicholas Romanov (likewise
toppled by a leftist utopian movement), Haile
Selassie was executed in secret. It would be
decades before his bones would be discovered,
buried beneath a toilet in the imperial palace.
The next group to be labeled enemies of
the state were Christians. Eyasu was in his
freshman year at Bible college when soldiers
closed his school and chased away the students.

False prophet. Mengistu’s promised
utopia became an Ethiopian holocaust.

He remembered the words of Psalm 137:1-4:
By the waters of Babylon, there we sat
down and wept, when we remembered
Zion. On the willows there we hung up
our lyres. For there our captors required
of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth,
saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a
foreign land?

Eyasu wanted to teach. The government
expected him to indoctrinate.

He returned home, grieving this turn in his
life which appeared to hijack his calling into
ministry.
With the door to ministry firmly closed,
Eyasu became a schoolteacher. Although he was
a talented teacher, the 11 years he spent teaching
were really tough because the government’s
priority for schooling was less concerned about
quality education and more concerned about
indoctrinating students. [Editor’s comment: Is
it just me or is the room getting stuffy?]
Eyasu’s strong musical gifting seemed like a
curse when he was required to lead students in
vile slogans and songs calling for death to the
enemies of the regime—which he refused to do.
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Eyasu Arrested
Because of his intransigence, Eyasu was
arrested and jailed for short time. On another
occasion, while sharing his faith, his own
brother turned him in to authorities, and Eyasu

The accordion was popular in 1970’s Ethiopia.
The government tried to pressure Eyasu
into playing at regime events.

was imprisoned. His brother knew little about
politics but wanted to be seen as fitting in with
the political winds blowing in Ethiopia.
Eyasu reported that many church leaders
began to cave in to the pressure, going along
with the new regime. People who had
planted churches and were prominent leaders
now criticized and accused Eyasu for his
refusal to follow the new way. Many of these
formerly respected leaders ultimately became
communists.
Between persecution from the government
and collaborating “Christians,” he found
himself caught between a rock and a hard place.
Those Christians who refused to compromise
and go along with the wicked requirements of
the regime began to gather secretly at night in
homes.

Eyasu proclaimed Christ, despite danger.
In doing so, he passed the test
and was elevated by God.

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one
deceives you… you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be
hated by all nations because of me. At that
time many will turn away from the faith and
will betray and hate each other… but the
one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
[Emphasis added] And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.” (Mat 24:3-14)
Church Purification
It was the worst of times. It was the best
of times. Ironically, the persecution of those
17 years (1974 – 1991) led to a purification of
the church. Intense heat is a tool used by the
Refiner to separate dross from gold. Eyasu
told me that church life during the time of the
Derg was never more beautiful, more intensely
focused on Christ, or full of the Holy Spirit. In
some ways, he looks back on those days with
nostalgia.
The promised utopia turned into a
bloodbath of repression which historians have
named The Red Terror. By the time Mengistu
was ousted and the Derg regime fell, hundreds

Propaganda: Information of a misleading nature,
used to promote a particular political cause.
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of thousands of Ethiopians had been executed
without trial and buried in mass graves.
[Editor’s comment: Same story, different wrapping
paper—Stalin’s communism, Hitler’s Third Reich,
Mao’s Great Leap Forward, Young Turk Student
Movement’s Armenian Genocide, Pol Pot’s Killing
Fields and numerous other lesser-known leaders who
came to power promising utopian social revolution.]

Heartbreak
Ethiopia gradually returned to normal. Bible
colleges reopened and Eyasu was able to complete
both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Biblical
studies and missions. After he successfully
completed his Master’s thesis, Eyasu’s wife and
children were on their way to Addis Ababa for his
graduation ceremony when they were involved
in a terrible car accident which killed his fouryear-old son. The day they were scheduled to
celebrate his graduation, they instead attended
their beloved son’s funeral.
Eyasu reported that something beautiful
happened in the midst of their grief. The Holy
Spirit came powerfully upon them. They never
felt more enveloped by the love and comfort of
Jesus than at that time—to such an extent that
observing Christians were astonished at the
palpable presence of God.
The Prophecy
Having a Master’s degree in Ethiopia is rare
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and resulted in Eyasu being hired to work at
the headquarters of his denomination. During
this time, someone prophesied that he would
go abroad and obtain his doctorate. For an
Ethiopian without monetary resources, this
prophecy seemed too fantastical to be believed.
Eyasu was dubious—except that the person
giving the prophecy recounted events in Eyasu’s
life that he couldn’t possibly have known. This
prophetic “authenticator” caused Eyasu to not
entirely dismiss the prophecy, relegating it to the
back of his mind with a question mark.
In 2007, the prophecy began to be fulfilled
when God opened a door for Eyasu to attend
Western Theological Seminary in Portland,
Oregon. Space will not allow me to recount the
series of struggles + miracles that he experienced,
step by step, until he finally graduated with his
doctorate. Having a doctorate from a respected
American seminary is a towering achievement
for an Ethiopian Christian, and to this day
everywhere Eyasu goes he is referred to with the
honorific “doctor.” [Editor’s comment: In point
of fact John also has a doctorate, but ain’t nobody
calling him “Dr. Bentley.” Just sayin’….]
A newly minted “Dr. Eyasu” returned to
Ethiopia and was promoted to the position
of head of missions for Ethiopia’s largest
evangelical denomination, with 8,000 churches.
He was responsible for 1,282 in-country
evangelists and 17 overseas missionaries—and
became an architect of the strategy to evangelize
Muslims and advance the Kingdom into Muslim
areas.

Prophecy Fulfilled!
Western Seminary Graduation - 2010

Eyasu wanted to use his role to fulfill the call
God placed on his life—to advance the Kingdom
in Ethiopia. But over time he found the weight
of administrative responsibilities, coupled with
bureaucracy inherent to any large organization,
was sidelining his core calling. He began to feel a
nagging urgency from the Holy Spirit to leave his
comfortable and prestigious position and follow
God by faith “into the desert.” The Almighty was
irritatingly vague about what that would look
like, but the feeling only grew stronger.
God is big on faith—“…the assurance of what
is hoped for and the certainty of what is not yet
seen,” (Heb 11:1) and when He calls, He usually
requires the person to go forth naked of resources,
hilariously dependent on Him, not knowing the
way, but following Him step-by-step.
Divine Appointment
And then, on a day that seemed unremarkable,
Dr. Eyasu was back in his hometown of Sodo (6
hours’ drive from Addis) visiting his mother and
attending his home church—the 4,000-member
Word of Life Stadium Church. As curious
happenstance would have it, sitting directly
in front of him was a guest from America—
handsome in countenance and with an athletic
physique—John Bentley. There was a lot going
on that day—baby dedications, new believers’
welcome, communion etc. Eyasu leaned forward
and began interpreting for me.

John sharing at Stadium Church

After service, I discovered that my kind
interpreter was, in fact, a major figure in Ethiopia’s
Christian community. Later that night over
dinner, I learned more about his work, particularly
the evangelism of Muslims. I asked Eyasu if he
could help us develop an evangelism component

3 Righteous Blokes
John, Evangelist Ferda, and Dr. Eyasu

to our ministry. On subsequent visits to Ethiopia,
we would occasionally meet and our friendship
continued to develop. On one such visit, Eyasu
flabbergasted me by expressing an interest . . . in
working with Harmony Outreach?! Harmony is
small and weak (from human perspective), but
he saw something in us that resonated with the
Spirit. I frankly confessed that we lacked financial
resources to meet his current salary, let alone have
budget for projects. To my surprise, he was still
interested.
Leaving Egypt
Finally, the day came when I was working at
our offices in California and a thought popped
into my head: Send Eyasu an email saying we
would be honored to have him—and would continue
forward together, in faith. Unbeknownst to me,
that very morning in Addis, no longer able to
ignore the Holy Spirit, Eyasu submitted his letter
of resignation to the General Secretary of his
denomination—not knowing what he would do or
how he would support his family. And then the
electric grid went down in Addis (not unusual).
Three hours later—when power was restored—
the first thing he saw was my email inviting him to
join our team as Country Director. Eyasu wanted
to shout for joy! He had metaphorically left
Egypt—and God had immediately responded by
providing manna and direction.
Not long afterward, Harmony was forced out
of China by a government hostile to Christian
organizations. After 12 years of beautiful ministry,
this was a disaster! Or was it? Seeing the hand of
God in these changes, we rolled with it because,
Cont. on p6
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“We know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.” (Rom 8:28)
It Begins!
We took our expensive China budget and
reinvested those funds into Ethiopia, Vietnam
and Cambodia—and they exploded with fruit
like nothing we had seen before. Harmony may
be minor league in size, but in Kingdom fruit we
are major league. In the three-year period from
2017-19, this is what happened with Harmony
Ethiopia:
605 Muslims came to faith
78 Orthodox came to faith
9 churches planted in Muslim villages
57 Muslim-background evangelists
trained/deployed

Graduating a new class of MBB evangelists

God had a plan—but it was contrary to human
wisdom. He would do His greatest work, not
using vessels of strength, but through weakness.
“My grace is sufficient for you for my power is
made perfect in weakness. Therefore, I will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
(2 Cor 12:9-10)

Team Meeting

The result has been that the Kingdom is
advancing, angels are rejoicing, Muslims are
worried, and the devil is apoplectic. And as for
Drs. Eyasu and Bentley—well, those two cats
are so joyful they are doing the Electric Slide.
Metaphorically speaking, mind….

I want YOU…

making your online purchases using
AmazonSmile and choosing Harmony as your
designated charity!
[Editor’s Comment: Whoa! Who can argue with that?]
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Helping the
Vulnerable

Safe Haven for Three Cuties
by John Bentley

cky.

Meet Pam, Jason & Be

In our last newsletter we mentioned three
vulnerable children who needed our loving
intervention. Before we were able to take these tykes
into our care at Harmony House Vietnam, we needed
to build an addition to HHV. Kind donors supported
that need and a few weeks later, Pam, Jason, and

New addition to HHV completed

!

Becky, arrived into our care. These kids came from
a background of extreme poverty where they were
unable to even attend school.
We promise to take great care of them and teach
them about Jesus from their youth. Thank you, team
Harmony!

All the Beautiful People
by John Bentley

One of the side effects of the unusual
life God called me to is that I routinely
encounter the very best of humanity—
people exhibiting extraordinary love,
courage, wisdom, etc. I love running with
and interacting with these beautiful souls.
And occasionally, when we take a new
child into our care, it is my privilege to
name a child in their honor.
We named the three adorable Hmong
children we just took in in honor of three
such beautiful people. Cutie Pam is
named after Harmony adoptive parent
Pam Bean—a beautiful soul who adopted
Annabelle, our most severely special needs
orphan. Despite being a widow with
limited income, she stepped out in faith
and God caused a late-breaking miracle
which provided every dollar she needed to
complete Annabelle’s adoption.

Jason is named in honor of Jason
Stoddard—a former Army Ranger who was
stationed with me at Hunter Army Airfield
when I was a Lieutenant. Jason has not
outgrown his Ranger-ness, and whenever
we find ourselves in a spiritual firefight (a
frequent occurrence in the 10/40 Window),
he rides over the hill like John bloody
Wayne with pistols blazing, bringing
significant reinforcement to the fight.
Finally, sweetheart Becky is named
after Becky Branch, a pastor’s wife and
professional counselor who absolutely
radiates the love and compassion of Jesus
Christ—helping many overcome the
hurt and brokenness in their lives. As I
often say, I hope these children grow up
to know and love Jesus—and to really
make a difference in the world—like their
namesakes.
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Spreading the
Knowledge
of Jesus

Bibles for Tribal People
by Linda Huckaba

Hmong new believers

studying God’s Word.

Imagine being a new Christian and not having
a Bible in your own language! For the tribal
people we work with in Vietnam, there are no Bible
bookstores. The Bibles that do exist are usually in
Vietnamese which many tribal people can’t read.
Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by hearing…the Word
of God.”
When tribal people come to Christ, they are
coming out of animism. They know nothing about
the Bible. They have never heard about Adam,
Abraham
or Paul, are
unfamiliar
with the Law
of Moses and
the Israelites,
let alone the
doctrines
of the New
Testament.
Jesus called
us to go unto
all nations
and “make
disciples”

(learners). We
fundamentally fail that
mission if we stop at
evangelism and don’t
carry them to maturity
in their new faith.
Buying Bibles one
by one in their tribal
language is not an
option as there are no
retailers. The solution
is for some group
(such as Harmony)
to place an order for
a large number of Bibles
to be printed in their language—and then distribute
them. These Bibles cost about $5.00 each when
purchased in bulk. Consider that just $100 will
provide the Word of God to 20 tribal families! Can
you imagine any more fruitful use of $100?
If you would like to help us provide Bibles for
your tribal family members, contact our office, visit
the Donate page of our website or mail a check. As
always, please include a note indicating the purpose
of your gift.
And now a BIG thank you to our great friend
Pastor Bob
Ybarra and
all the saints
at Calvary
Chapel Perris
Valley, CA—for
providing 123
Hmong families
the Word of
God in their
heart language!
As John so
eloquently
says—“Y’all
ok.”

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (Ps 119:105)

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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