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The

Wind

& TheWaves

by John Bentley

I have been eager to give an update on what
happened since our January newsletter report
entitled Harmony’s Time of Testing—where I
candidly revealed a major trial which sent me into
an emotional tailspin.
I thought I would need a chiropractor after
the emotional whiplash—the high that followed
writing our December newsletter summarizing the
amazing developments in our work—followed by
the sucker punch when Linda Huckaba notified
me that our financial support had dropped so
dramatically. As I wrote in January, “Floating on
the clouds was suddenly replaced with bewilderment and
hurt. Why, Lord, when we are doing so much good, are
you withholding the support we need for your works?!”
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For a couple of weeks afterward, I walked in the
valley of shadow. I struggled with how to process
this development and how to do something which
we have never had to do before—shrink back
from our commitments and projects around the
world. The breakthrough came as suddenly as it
came unexpectedly. One morning, I awoke—and
with consciousness came the immediate heaviness
of heart. Dalin got up before me and had put on
Christian praise music as she was getting dressed.
Something beautiful happened when I heard
the lyrics of a song I had never heard before,
God of All My Days, by Casting Crowns.
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I came to You with my heart in pieces
And found the God with healing in His hands
I turned to You, put everything behind me
And found the God who makes all things new
I looked to You, drowning in my questions
And found the God who holds all wisdom
And I trusted You and stepped out on the ocean
You caught my hand among the waves
'Cause You're the God of all my days
Each step I take, You make a way
And I will give You all my praise
My seasons change, You stay the same
You're the God of all my days…
The lyrics, so precisely describing what I was
going through, pulled me into worship. I felt myself
gush with love for God, my Deliverer and constant
companion through everything I have faced. And
suddenly all the hurt, fear and doubt… just…
evaporated.
I am not the first person to experience this
phenomenon. In Matthew 14, the scripture records
that Peter was able to walk on the water when He
had his focus on the Lord. But when the storms (of
life) began to kick up, it pulled his attention away
from Jesus. He “regarded” the wind and the waves
and began to sink. Psalms 22:3 says, “God inhabits
the praises of His people.” When I began to genuinely
worship the Lord, the presence of the Holy Spirit

descended on me. My confidence and joy restored,
I resolved that Harmony Outreach will not shrink
back from anything we are doing! Projects that had
received notice of expected cuts suddenly received
their full promised financial support, even though
we didn’t have the money. Refocused on Jesus—I
was once again walking on the water with the Lord
and expressing faith, “The assurance of what is hoped
for, and the certainty of what is not yet seen.” (Heb 11:1)
Space will not allow me to tell everything
that has happened since—except to say that I
believe through worship, I passed my James 1 test.
Thereafter, God began to pour out fresh blessing
after blessing to the point that 2019 has shaped up
to be Harmony’s most amazing year—EVER!
So do not throw away your confidence;
it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere
so that when you have done the will of God,
you will receive what he has promised.
For in just a very little while,
‘He who is coming will come and will not delay.
But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he
shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him.’
But we are not of those who shrink back
and are destroyed,
but of those who believe and are saved.
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended for.
(Heb 10:35-11:2)
I would like to take this moment to thank those
who came: Brent Fees, Steve Freeman, Mike Akins,
Darrick Young, Roger Tanner, Thomas Lowery,
Greg O’Berry, Bret Avlakeotes, Roger Taff, Jade
and Julie Work, the anonymous donor (In Faith
Community Foundation), and all of you who
prayed, wrote, and increased your support in our
time of trouble. You really are the very best. Thank
you Jesus, my constant companion and friend.
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Good News from Ethiopia!
by John Bentley

In the last several months our intrepid team of Muslim
Background Believer (MBB) evangelists have spread out to
Muslim-dominated towns and villages sharing the Good News
with well over 1,000 Muslims. I told you we were going to
do this—taking the Gospel back to the Muslims by deploying
modern-day MBB apostles. Well, please put me down for
Promise Kept!
In the West, we typically think of reaching Muslims as
something which is very hard to do. But if it is done right—
and MBBs are the best way I know of—actually, they are
quite receptive. I gotta love these guys. I thought that being a
former lawyer, I had some Slippery Techniques (hereinafter
“ST’s”) but our MBBs put me to shame.

ST#1
Our MBBs will initially preach about Jesus using the
Quran! In many instances Muslims will immediately reject
you if you try to preach Jesus using the Bible. No worries.
Our team quite effectively takes them to Quranic verses
about Jesus and salvation. They also use this to highlight
clearly erroneous teachings in the Quran which helps a lot.

ST#2
Our MBBs will go in pairs to a farm where an
Ethiopian is hard at work. One of the MBBs will offer to
take over the plowing (for example) if the person will sit
with the second MBB and listen to him/her share about
Jesus. Many Ethiopians consider this a sweet deal and will
take them up on the offer—even giving them expanded time
because they are in no rush to return to hard work. And
when the Word of God goes forth, it does not return void!
(Isa 55:11)

ST#3
Perhaps my favorite Slippery Technique, and one that
has me chuckling in admiration, is ST #3! Two of our
MBBs go to a place where Muslims are having coffee or
tea. One of them plays the role of the Christian while the
other pretends to be a Muslim. Then they dialogue with
each other, with the “Muslim” asking questions and raising
objections but ultimately receiving Christ. And all the while
the other Muslims are listening intently....
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is a great headache which is counter to their culture and
highly discourages them. They often remark to our team,
“You brought us from our mosques. Where is our new mosque
(place to worship)?” Well, if the devil has the uber-wealthy
Gulf States funding mosques, Jesus has Mighty Mouse
Harmony Outreach! A guy has just got to laugh—but we
take the small resources we have and we work with them.
We just spent another $750 to complete a church we began
last year. Currently, we have six locations in dire need of
a church building for new believers. All it takes to build a
church is $2,500. Let us know if your family wants to be the
ones who build a church for these new Muslim-background
believers. Can you think of a better use for your money?

Some of the 93 new believers.

Call it cheesy, call it corny or call it clever—but it works!
In the last three months, 93 have received Christ with the
overwhelming majority being Muslim. Ooh, I need to take
Dalin dancing!
Well, Jesus did not call us to make “converts” but to
make “disciples,” so salvation is just the starting point. In
these areas where the Gulf States are funding a mosque
on every corner, there are almost no churches. For new
believers, lacking a place to worship, study and fellowship

Harmony’s newest church—A refuge for former Muslims!

Ministry Opportunity #1

With Pastor Dave & Jo in Williams
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May 12, Dalin and I were in Williams, AZ (near the Grand Canyon) where
I was sharing at my friend Dave Remender’s church. They were a rowdy
bunch and we felt close to all of them. A pile of us went to lunch afterward
where I met a family visiting from another church in town. They told me the
message really encouraged them in a way they needed, and thought it was the
Holy Spirit who had redirected them this Sunday. This sweet older couple
adopted three Hispanic siblings in an act of selfless love. In our conversations,
I couldn’t help but overhear how their old Suburban has become a money-pit
of repairs.
It’s called “the thread” and it works like this: Dave invited me to come. This
family was redirected that day from their normal church, and now I feel led to
share their story—and need for a better vehicle. And so I ask, is there anyone
reading this who owns a larger capacity vehicle that has been thinking of getting
rid of it? Maybe you thought you would sell it but are now wondering if God has
a higher purpose—to help this couple in their beautiful ministry. This is the
stuff of Spirit-led Christianity and it is so beautiful it belies description. I promise
you it would be a gift, the benefits of which you will enjoy for all eternity!
And whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of my humble disciples,
I promise you, he will not go unrewarded. (Mat 10:42)

Spreading the
Knowledge of Jesus

TRIBAL BELIEVERS SAFELY BAPTIZED
BECAUSE OF YOU
by John Bentley

Western Christians often cannot fathom the
difficulties our brothers and sisters face in other
countries. We take for granted the ceremony of
baptism as a first act for new believers in Christ.
Yet in many countries, it is dangerous—even
deadly. Baptism is many things, but first and
foremost it is your declaration that you are now a
follower of Jesus Christ. Communist authorities
don’t like that, and Muslims will often kill
converts to Christ.
Such was the problem we reported in our
last newsletter, an article entitled “Dangerous
Baptism.” Our Vietnam team has successfully
planted 42 house churches amongst the
Hmong and Red Dao people groups, resulting
in hundreds of new believers. But many of these
baby Christians were justifiably afraid to be publicly
baptized.
Harmony supporters from the U.S. and Canada
responded to this need, and three baptistries were
built in safe-house locations. Now put this bee in
your bonnet and consider that two people groups,
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considered unreached since the establishment of the
church in Jerusalem in AD 33, may soon be marked
off that list—and that because of little-bitty Harmony
Outreach. Wow.

Meet your new sister!
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Seven New Christians Through J-Club
by Linda Huckaba

Khai, director of J-Club outreach in Hanoi, reports that seven
Vietnamese university students have become Christians so far this
year! These enthusiastic young people meet Jesus in almost the same
fashion as at our L2W Center in Cambodia. They initially come
to us to learn English and make new friends. Khai’s team teaches
them English using workbooks based on the Gospel of Luke, which
introduces them to the Gospel in a non-threatening format.
One of the new converts is Anh, a freshman student pictured at
right. Anh wrote us how she now has a group of like-hearted friends
who share their life experiences but who also worship God and pray
for each other.
We love you, Anh. Welcome to the family!
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Helping the
Vulnerable

Ministry Opportunity #2:
Cost $1,000

Harmony would like to be the hands of Jesus for
Cambodian Houen Chanra and his family who are
in dire need. In the past, they derived income by
selling sugarcane drinks from a street cart. Severe
flooding wiped out his street cart business leaving
them impoverished. $1,000 is all it will take to get his
sugarcane street cart business back up and running.
Let us know if you feel led to help.

Chandra and family

at their village home

.

Help support Harmony by making your Amazon purchases using smile.amazon.com
and selecting Harmony Outreach as your charity. Amazon will donate .05% of your
purchase to Harmony automatically!

To help us in our work, please send your tax-deductible gifts to Harmony Outreach.
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