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Harmony's Time of Testing
by John Bentley

After writing our Christmas newsletter
summarizing the amazing fruit Harmony produced
for the Kingdom in 2018, I was floating on the clouds.
And then the bottom dropped out. The triple hits
came in succession: 1. Our Christmas donations,
which propel our work through the year, were down—
like, way down. 2. Our monthly sponsorship income
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attacking our finances; there is some sin on the part
of our team; we need to do or change various things
to increase our income, etc.
But the best and most illuminating help came on
Saturday morning, January 5, as Dalin and I sat on
the couch in our family room and were in the Word
together. We read these words:
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had dropped $3,000/mo., and 3. Our overall annual
income had declined $110,000 from the previous
year—putting us at our lowest level in 8 years and
forcing us into triage mode with our projects.
Floating on the clouds was suddenly replaced
with bewilderment and hurt. Why Lord, when we are
doing so much good, are you withholding the support we
need for your works?! As word got out to our team and
supporters, theories began to proliferate—Satan is
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything. (James 1:2-3)
Application: 1. All believers face trials. 2. The
trial, in context, is from the Lord. 3. The trial has
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purpose—to test our faith, to produce perseverance
(perseverance means to bear up under a weight), to mature
our faith so that we are not lacking in anything. 4. The
trial is of limited duration. 5. Our response to the trial
should be pure joy—because we now understand it is
from the Lord to grow us in Christ.
After we finished our time in devotions, Dalin

Spreading the
Knowledge of Jesus

and I both felt clarity and peace. I don’t need to
scramble around trying to “fix” this. If we understand
the trial is from the Lord, that would be futile and
counterproductive. We will bloom wherever we are
planted, whether in times of plenty or in times of need.
And if our work diminishes let my response be like the
prophet Job who said,
The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job 1:21)
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In November, I led a Harmony missions team to
Cambodia. One of the events on our itinerary was
the Learn2Work Center graduation ceremony. It was
amazing! My mom told me how proud of me she was
after seeing the impact our work was having on so many
lives. That felt good. But the best part was when three
of our students took the lectern and gave testimony to
how L2W had changed their lives and brought them to
Jesus. Odam's testimony follows:

those courses because they are very important for life but
I did not have enough money to afford those and did not
want to give my parents more burdens, due to the amount of
school fee was too much already.
One day, there was a miracle surprised me. Did I win
the lottery? Did I win the big prize? Did I get the good job
or did I have a girlfriend? (No, I did not!). My friend at
university, Nerot, told me about Learn2Work center which
is providing English and Computer courses for free. Wasn't
it a good idea? At first, I
didn’t believe him because I
My name is ODAM
had never heard any center
KEO, I am from Prea Vihear
could offer full scholarship
province 400 kilometers
for everyone just like
away from the capital city.
Learn2Work center. After I
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But one thing that I have never forgotten
over. So my life became
in
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life is coming to knowing Jesus Christ through L2W.
so tough at that time. I
He is God who gives me new hope, and new life. He makes
was worried so much. I never having good foods to eat
me strong. Even in my study, work, communication, and
because I need to save money.
plan for my future. Jesus is the WAY, the TRUTH and the
I was not a clever student. It was so difficult for me
LIFE and He has a prosper plan for my life!
especially English and Computer. I really wanted to study
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